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1. VanDyke Ch3, 
Meffe and Carroll (Callicott) Ch2
Leopold Readings

-Texts at scholars
-Email addresses to share



Is Conservation Biology a Discipline?
(e.g., Noss 1999, Soule 1985)

-Responsible Advocacy



Ethics, Values, Philosophy...

Monetizing
discount rate
rates of growth and reproduction

Economic development short sighted?

BCA

Valuation methods
willingness to pay/ accept
travel cost
existence value
contingent valuation
bequest value



Shift Burden of Proof/Responsibility

SMS (safe minimum standard)

Developers         Conservationists

1 Instrumental

2 Intrinsic also

3 BCA

4 SMS

B of P

B of P

B of P

B of P



Ethics, Values, Philosophy...

Rolston Essay p. 35 in Van Dyke text

-species vs. species in the system
(definition of species)

-value of evolutionary trajectory

-extinction and doors



Ethics, Values, Philosophy...

Ethics:
constrain self-serving behavior in 
deference to some other good

Tragedy of the Commons

Role of religions?



Van Dyke 2003



The Four Spikes (Guy McPherson)

1 Consumption

2 Human Population Growth

3 Extinctions

4 Global Change



1. Should conservation biologists explain the value of biodiversity in
purely instrumental terms or should they also include reasons invoking
intrinsic value?

2. How respond to the question of “What good is it?” (e.g. Forbish’s
lousewort)

3. How do we know that humans, or anything, have intrinsic value?

4. Discuss Leopold’s quote: “ Perhaps our grandsons, having never seen
a wild river, will never miss the chance to set a canoe in singing waters.”

5. How does this quote
    from Leopold:
    sit with the idea of
    intrinsic value?



END


