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1. VanDyke Ch3,
Meffe and Carroll (Callicott) Ch2
Leopold Readings

-Texts at scholars
-Email addresses to share



Is Conservation Biology a Discipline?
(e.g., Noss 1999, Soule 1985)

-Responsible Advocacy



Ethics, Values, Philosophy...

Monetizing

discount rate

rates of growth and reproduction
Economic development short sighted?

BCA

Valuation methods

willingness to pay/ accept
travel cost

existence value
contingent valuation
bequest value



Shift Burden of Proof/Responsibility

SMS (safe minimum standard)

1 Instrumental
2 Intrinsic also
3 BCA

4 SMS

Developers Conservationists
BofP
BofP
BofP
BofP




Ethics, Values, Philosophy...

Rolston Essay p. 35 in Van Dyke text

-species Vvs. species in the system
(definition of species)

-value of evolutionary trajectory

-extinction and doors



Ethics, Values, Philosophy...

Ethics:
constrain self-serving behavior in
deference to some other good

Tragedy of the Commons

Role of religions?



Toble 3.3 seven Major Worldviews that Shape Environmental and Conservation Ethics

WORLDVIEW TYPE OF VALUE MOTIVATION FOR CONSERVATION

. Judeo-Christian stewand ship Theocentrc Preserve the eoological systems that Crod has commancked humans 1o
care for, as exemplified by the placing of man in the garden to “work
it and take care of i {Genesis 2: 153 Humans should respect and nol
destroy God s handiwork.

2. IDeep ecology and related FEcocentrc The rghts or intrin=ic values attributed 1o nonhuwman nature place

value syslems limitations on human prerogatives o use or alter nature and muost be
respectod.

3. Transformmationalist’ Amthropocentric Respect the spritual value of natuee, which provides solace to

Eranscendentalism comsicer life's deepest questions and can cure human alienation.

4. Constrained sconomics Amthropocentric Resouroe use is primarily a problem of homan cconomics, Because
avoiding imeversible damage Lo the environment is benehcial, the en-
viromment should be preserved when the economic costis not foo
great. Low sk aking, commen sense, and avoiding imeversible dam-
age o the enviromment are jushfcation.

5. Scientific naturalism Science-centerad’ Scientific theones of evolution and ccology reveal necessary limils on

eooCeEnric population groawth and violenoe to the land. Dynamism and contextu-
alism are emphasized.

6. FEcofeminism Anthropocentric Becanse man’s domination over nature is symbaolic of his domination

feminism over women, preserving the environment fghts to cure both environ-
mental and social problems.

7. Plumlism/pragmatism Anthropocentne Philosophy, although 1t can serve as a tool to solve moral prob-
lems, 18 not emphasized. Rather, practical problem solving and
ethical pnnciples are used © address environmental 1=sues.

Morton, B G 1591, Toward unity among environmenialisis, 197-99, New York: Oxfond University Press,

Van Dyke 2003



The Four Spikes (Guy McPherson)
1 Consumption
2 Human Population Growth
3 Extinctions

4 Global Change



1. Should conservation biologists explain the value of biodiversity in
purely instrumental terms or should they also include reasons invoking
intrinsic value?

2. How respond to the question of "What good is it?” (e.g. Forbish’s
lousewort)

3. How do we know that humans, or anything, have intrinsic value?

4. Discuss Leopold’s quote: * Perhaps our grandsons, having never seen
a wild river, will never miss the chance to set a canoe in singing waters.”

5. How does this quote Fer one species o mourn the death of another 15 a new

from Leopold: thim e wnder the sun. The Cro-Magrnon who slew the last
sit with the idea of mamemcth thaught orly of steaks. The sportsman who
intrinsic value? shat the last preeon thought only of fus prowess. The

sador whe clubbed the last auk thought of nothmg at all.
Bt we, who kave lost owr pigeons, mourn the loss, Had
the funeral been ours, the pipeons wowld have hardly
mentrned wus. dn this fact | | lies obrective evidence of our
siperiovrity over beasts (Leopold [966:117).



END



