
Syllabus Galápagos Marine Ecology (ECOL 496O/596O, 6 units)

University of Arizona, Tucson

Instructors: 

Dr. Katrina Mangin

Department of Ecology and Evolutionary Biology, University of Arizona, Tucson

Phone: 520-626-5076

Email: mangin@u.arizona.edu
Dr. Dave Gori

The Nature Conservancy, Santa Fe, New Mexico

Email: dgori@tnc.org
Course Description

Galápagos Marine Ecology is a summer course taught in the Galápagos Islands, Ecuador. The course is designed for secondary school biology teachers and upper-division undergraduates. It is a mix of lecture, discussion, readings, journal writing, an independent research project, a service project, and exploration of marine and land habitats. We focus on how the Galápagos Islands are an ideal place to study ecology and evolution, as well as conservation biology. Each student designs and completes a short research investigation with one or two other students on a marine or terrestrial ecology research question. Keep in mind that things may change, and usually do, because of local conditions, political decisions, economic concerns, or for other reasons. Being flexible and understanding makes a trip like this go much more smoothly for all involved.

D2l course website:

All required readings are posted on d2l and you must upload your expert topic paper on this site before the field trip begins (http://d2l.ltc.arizona.edu/). Your paper must be uploaded in MS Word.

Required texts:

1. Required Readings Packet (posted on d2l, print out all readings and bring with you!)

2. Wildlife of the Galápagos, Fitter, Fitter and Hosking, Princeton University Press. 

3. The Beak of the Finch, Jonathan Weiner, 1995, Vintage Press, NY 

Highly recommended texts: Reef Fish Identification, Galápagos, 2003, Paul Humann and Ned Deloach, New World Publications, Jacksonville, FL 

Grading (total of 1000 pts for 6 credits): 

Expert Topic Paper and Presentation: 100 pts

Preparation and presentation of assigned readings: 150 pts

Journal (organized, complete, maps and sketches, writing prompts): 400 pts

Multiple choice quiz on the Beak of the Finch: 50 pts

Ecology Research Project and final presentation: 200 pts
Participation in class activities and service project: 100 pts

